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Temperatures in the high 90’s moved up the kickoff of the Long Beach Half 
Marathon on Sunday. Instead of a planned 7:30 a.m. start time, half marathon 
runners joined the 26.2-mile marathoners at 5:55 a.m. in hopes of beating the rising 
heat. Around 22,000 participants competed in the 31st annual event. 


More coverage of the Long Beach Marathon on page 3 


Top, the Long Beach Fire 
Department drapes the 
USA flag near the mar- 
athon starting line for 
racers to speed under. 
Upper far left, at the four 
mile mark, racers are able 
to run near the Shore- 

line Village walk by the 
Oceanside. Lower far left, 
JetBlue Marathon Racers 
who started at 6 a.m. were 
able to see the beautiful 
sunrise and run along side 
of the Queen Mary and 
Carnival Cruise line. Left, 
spectators held signs along 
side of the racecourse for 
family members to hold up 
signs to encourage them at 
the six-mile mark. 
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Breaking the silence on sexual consent 


“Let’s Talk Consent” 
helps breaks the ice 

on sexual assault and 
promotes healthy 
dialogue about consent. 


By JORDAN DANIELS 
Staff Writer 


With the passing of the “Yes Means 
Yes’ law defining the ethics of sexual 
consent, the gray area between what 
is and is not consent has faded to 
black. 

As an initiative to discuss the law 
in detail in accordance to the school 
and its policies, the Women’s Gender 
and Equity Center held an interactive 
dialogue and panel Thursday titled 
“Let’s Talk Consent. 

Held in the University Student 
Union Ballrooms, attendees were 
comprised of some students attending 
for class credit, some for their own 
interest and some faculty. The night 
opened with a light reception prompt- 
ly at 6 p.m., which then turned into 
a series of scenario discussions be- 
tween the audience and ended with a 
brief dialogue between panelists that 
represented survivors of the assault 
and the school. 

The event began with a game that 
paralleled what giving consent was. 
Signing in upon arrival, participants 
were given a mint that they were 
instructed to not eat during the first 
20 minutes of the event. The crowd 
was then encouraged to mingle and 
be aware during the activity that they 


may be asked for their mint and it is 
their right to say yes or not. 

From this point it became clear that 
the mint represented one’s body and 
giving the mint away or not represent- 
ed their sexual consent. 

When the exercise finished, the 
facilitator of the panel, Dr. Jonathan 
Higgins, the assistant director of Mul- 
ticultural Affairs, polled the general 
feelings of the audience in regards to 
how the exercise made them feel. 

As a murmur rose among thé 
crowd, many of the members said 
they felt uncomfortable giving their 
mints away as some were aggres- 
sively asked to do so throughout the 
exercise. 

“It’s interesting how people are 
demanding for the mints. The exer- 
cise shows how demanding people 
can be for our consent,” said Kiana 
Wilkins, a junior sociology major 
who was among a group of people 
that were consistently approached for 
their mints during the beginning of 
the event. 

The night then segued from the 
ice-breaker into a series of scenarios 
that involved the audience voting on 
what measures to take in case they are 
in a situation that involves them or 
their friend and consent. 

According to the Yes Means Yes 
law, consent can only be given when 
both parties involved are conscious 
of their activity and provide ongoing 
consent throughout it. Consent can be 
revoked at any time and if one is under 
the influence of any drugs or alcohol 
then they legally cannot give consent. 

“This makes us think about how to 
handle a situation of being confronted 


without giving our consent,” senior 
Japanese major Robert Franklin said, 
as the crowd completed a scenario re- 
garding being touched inappropriate- 
ly by an acquaintance. 

After each scenario was present- 
ed and answers were chosen among 
the table groups, the crowd was in- 
vited to openly discuss why their 
group had chosen a particular answer. 
Throughout the night there were sev- 
eral occasions where members of the 
audience voiced their opinions about 
the scenarios, which eventually led 
to disagreements being made about 
solutions to some of the situations. 

In addition to audience participa- 
tion, there was a group: of panelists 
who provided commentary on some 
of the scenarios and answered ques- 
tions from the facilitator. 

Among the group of panelists was 
current Miss California Erica Abke, 
who shared her story of being a sur- 
vivor of domestic violence. 

“I try to go to every event in Long 
Beach that supports this cause of vi- 
olence or harassment and abuse in 
general,” Abke said. “I know that the 
students will benefit from an event 
like this...It is so important that we 
can speak on this topic and have an 
open discussion about how we feel 
and how others feel [about consent].” 

As the event neared its end, the 
panelists reminded the audience that 
consent is important and anything 
non-consensual is considered sexual 
assault. Dr. Linda Pena, the Violence 
Prevention and Sexual Assault coun- 
selor on campus informed students of 
the resources that school has for sur- 
vivors of sexual assault. 
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Final salary mediation fails 


California State 
University and the 
California Faculty 
Association have yet to 
reach a consensus on 
budget issues. 


By MicayLa VERMEEREN 
Assistant News Editor 


Formal mediation between the 
California Faculty Association and 
the California State University sys- 
tem on the topic of salary increases 
for CSU faculty has officially failed. 

On Thursday, the two parties met 
in Sacramento to make one last at- 
tempt at closing the gap between 
the CFAs 5 percent salary increase 
request and the standing CSU offer 
of a 2 percent increase. 

CSU released a statement late 
Thursday stating, “No resolution 
was reached at the conclusion of 
today’s session and the state medi- 
ator has certified both parties for 


fact-finding, with dates to be deter- 
mined. 

In the labor negotiation process, 
fact-finding follows mediation and 
invites an uninvolved third party 
to verify the statistical information 
being offered by both parties in sup- 
port of their proposals. 

If the fact-finding were to show 
the parties to be equal in their factu- 
al standing, the negotiation process 
would move on to the last, best, and 
final offer before closing negotia- 
tions for the duration of the contract 
year. 

CFA has stated their intent to 
hold a vote, lasting from October 
19-28, to certify concerted action 
and potential striking to further 
their “Fight for Five”? campaign, 
and there have been no indications 
that the vote will experience any ob- 
struction in the wake of mediation. 

Commitment votes have been so- 
licited from CFA members over the 
last few weeks, and a hypothetical 
strike would be slated to occur no 
earlier than spring semester of 2016. 

The CSU Board of Trustees will 
next discuss the budget in closed 
session on November 17 in the 
downtown Long Beach offices. 
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Athletes 


The JetBlue 
marathon brought 
22,000 people into 
Long Beach. 


By YASMIN CORTEZ 
Staff Writer 


Official stopwatches went off at 
5:55 a.m., commencing the 31st an- 
nual JetBlue Long Beach Marathon 
on Sunday, 

The marathon brought 22,000 
different participants together for 
the 26.2 or 13.1 mile-flat course by 
the beachside. Starting with wheel- 
chair marathoners, regular mara- 
thoners and cyclists were ready in 
their stances five minutes later, in 
hopes of breaking personal records. 

This year, with temperatures in 
the high 90s, organizers allowed 
half marathoners, who were orig- 
inally to start at 7:30 a.m., to run 
with the marathoners to beat the 
heat. Jeff Broadston, the head of the 
medical aid station, said that dehy- 
dration was a serious worry for this 
marathon. 

“We've seen a lot of heat related 
things today, but it’s not necessarily 
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Lenore Moreno was the first women to cross the JetBlue Long Beach Marathon finish line at 02:40:42. 


the heat that’s getting to people, it’s 
the humidity. Californians are not 
used to a humid climate,” Broad- 
ston said. 

Coming in over three hours, 
half-marathoner Kim Vu from 
Santa Ana said that she was disap- 


Science building 312 


pointed she did not make the early 
start and felt like the heat had af- 
fected her race pace. 

“I was planning on running ear- 
lier so the sun wasn’t up as high and 
it wasn’t as hot, but the fact that it 
got to nearly 100 degrees was aw- 


ful,” Vu said. 

Long Beach native Jasmine 
Loveayala finished the marathon in 
a little over four hours. 

“It was really crowded compared 
to usual because of the half mara- 
thon and the heat,” Loveayala said. 
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it the beach for Long Beach Marathon 


“...1 don’t feel intimidated. A lot of 
the marathoners here all encourage 
each other and they all uplift each 
other. If they see that you’re walk- 
ing or hurting they say ‘Come on! 
There’s only 20 miles left!” 

A former California State Uni- 
versity, Long Beach student and 
West Covina native, Lenore More- 
no, was the first female marathoner 
to cross the finish line at 02:40:42. 
The 25-year-old elite marathon 
runner has often openly expressed 
that with these marathon times, 
she said plans to race in next Feb- 
ruary’ss Los Angeles Olympic Tri- 
als. 

Charity Coordinator for Run 
Racing Allison Wootton said that 
there were over 23,000 volunteers 
scattered around the racecourse 
with 30-50 people at the 18 water 
stations. Wootton said that she 
was also grateful for the many 
CSULB fraternities, sororities, 
track and field and cross-country 
volunteers. 

All participants earned a medal 
but some received the Beach City 
medal. The Beach City Challenge 
medal signifies the completion of 
three races during the year, start- 
ing with the Surf City Marathon in 
February, the Orange County Mar- 
athon in May and finishing with 
the Long Beach Marathon. 
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Day, evening, and online 
classes available 


CSULB Winter Sessions 2016 


NEW Session One 
Entirely Online 
December 17-January 15 


New Online Session! 


Registration begins October 19 


(800) 963-2250 | info@ccpe.csulb.edu 
www.ccpe.csulb.edu/winter 
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‘Me, My 


relationship with hair 


“Me, My Hair and I” edited by 
Elizabeth Benedict; Algonquin (336 
pages, $16.95) 

Truth and wisdom do such a de- 
lightful dance throughout “Me, My 
Hair, And |” that you finish the essay 
collection wondering why we don’t 
spend more time, not less, obsessing 
over our tresses. 

“Ask a woman about her hair,” 
writes Elizabeth Benedict, “and she 
just might tell you the story of her 
life.” 

Benedict, an lowa Writers’ Work- 
shop coach and the author of five 
novels, did just that, gathering essays 
from a diverse group of 27 female 
writers, including Anne Lamott, Jane 
Smiley, Maria Hinojosa and Suleika 
Jaouad. 

“What’s abundantly clear in all 
these personal essays is that hair 
matters,” Benedict writes. “Many 
other facts of life matter too, 
oftentimes more than hair (illness, 
poverty, war, famine, flood, and 
sometimes shoes and makeup), but 
hair can be counted on to matter just 
about every day, at least to a high 
percentage of women — and to more 
than a few men.” 

Hair is our culture, our priority, 
our sexuality, our personality, our 
pride, our shame — perched atop our 
heads for all the world to see. 

“The liminal status of hair is 
crucial to its meanings,” writes Siri 
Hustvedt. “It grows on the border 
between person and world.” 

The border between person and 
world. Isn’t that lovely? The book is 
full of such plain, profound obser- 
vations. 

At the heart of each essay is the 


way in which our hair shapes and 
alters the world’s reaction to us. 

We learn about the pressure 
within the Satmar Hasidic commu- 
nity for women to adopt a uniform 
appearance, including a ritual 
head-shaving after their wedding 
day. 

“Failure to blend in is probably 
the most egregious social crime 
one can commit,” writes Deborah 
Feldman in her essay, “The Cut- 
off,” which explores her childhood 
raised in a Hasidic Jewish home, 
her parents’ divorce, her marriage 
and her eventual rejection of her 
culture’s demands. 

We follow Alex Kuczynski 
through Istanbul and Syria, where 
Islamic teachings often deem 
pubic and underarm hair unclean, 
and into American pop culture, 
where Kuczynski explores the 
unlikely intersection of religious 
dogma and pornography. 

“I often reflect on the para- 
dox of the American woman, 
influenced by porn-star culture, 
stripping off her pubic hair, 
coerced into a state of enforced 
genital infancy, and her similarity 
to Muslim women all over the 
world,” Kuczynski writes. “They 
spend their entire adult lives 
never seeing a pubic hair on their 
bodies — but in their case, it is for 
religious reasons. In one culture, 
porn rules; in the other, God. The 
result is the same.” 

We listen in as Lamott bravely 
and hilariously recounts her evo- 
lution toward her trademark dread- 
locks after years spent battling her 
natural curl. 


“Can you imagine the hopeless- 
ness of trying to live a spiritual 
life when you’re secretly looking 
up at the skies not for illumina- 
tion or direction but to gauge, 
miserably, the odds of rain?” she 
writes. “Can you imagine how 
discouraging it was for me to live 
in fear of weather, of drizzle or 
downpour? Because Christianity is 
about water. ... It’s about baptism, 
for God’s sake.” 

The funniest essay comes from 
author and screenwriter Adri- 
ana Trigiani, who described her 
childhood mane thusly: “I got my 
father’s hair, tight curls and fine 
texture, as if B.B. King and Louis 
Prima had a baby.” 

“I was the only girl in my ninth- 
grade class who looked 53,” she 
writes. 

If the book has a weakness, 
it’s that reading two dozen essays 
in a row about hair can become 
monotonous. Each installment is 
powerful in its own right, but the 
phrases and truths that would land 
and linger on your consciousness 
if you read them solo, begin to run 
together when gathered as a group. 

Still, it’s a deliciously enlight- 
ening read, equal parts fun and 
poignant. 

“I’ve never figured out how to 
tell the story of my life,” Rebecca 
Goldstein writes in the opening 
line of her essay. “But I do think I 
can tell you the story of my hair.” 

And, as Benedict promised, we 
learn that the two are not really so 
different from one another. 

— Heidi Stevens, Chicago 
Tribune, TNS 
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Hair and I’ addresses women’s complex 


PxoTo courtesy ALGONQUIN-Books | TNS 


“Me, My Hair and I,” edited by Elizabeth Benedict, features essays from 
a diverse group of 27 female writers, including Anne Lamott, Jane 
Smiley, Maria Hinojosa and Suleika Jaouad. 


Sunny Southern California to get state’s first indoor water park 


California’s first indoor water 
park will debut in mid-Febru- 
ary when the oft-delayed $300 
million woodsy themed Great 
Wolf Lodge finally opens in the 
Disneyland area. 

During a recent press preview, 
I walked through the framed and 
airtight Great Wolf Lodge South- 
ern California hotel and enter- 
tainment complex still under con- 
struction in Garden Grove about 
a mile from Disneyland. Crews 
continue to work on the project, 
with exposed drywall, plywood, 
insulation, ductwork and I-beams 
still present throughout the 
328 ,000-square-foot building. 
None of the rustic mountain cabin 
theming was in place yet in the 
public areas of the hotel. The 
rooms, which run from $250 to 
$600 depending on the season, 
have a cozy log cabin design with 
wilderness and outdoors themes. 

The water park remains further 
from completion, with a water 
play structure and a few slides 
already in place. A pile of dirt sits 
at the center of the 75-foot-tall 
complex that is about the size of 


a college or pro football indoor 
practice facility. 

In the works since 2010 when 
the project was first announced, 
the 105 ,000-square-foot indoor 
water park in Garden Grove will 
be the largest in Great Wolf’s 
history and among the biggest in 
the world. Of course, it will be 
dwarfed by the world’s largest 
indoor water park: Germany’s 
710,000-square-foot Tropical 
Island, housed in a former blimp 
hangar. And at approximately 22 
acres, the Garden Grove indoor 
water park will be far smaller 
than a typical 15- to 20-acre 
outdoor water park. 

Although the Los Angeles 
area boasts a 73 percent chance 
of sunshine throughout the year, 
according to the National Weather 
Service, none of the local water 
parks operate very far outside 
the summer season. Knott’s Soak 
City, Six Flags Hurricane Harbor 
and Raging Waters San Dimas 
typically run a weekends-only 
schedule in September before 
closing down for the season. 

Great Wolf operates 12 other 


water park hotels in colder North 
American climates that promote 
the year-round destinations as 
“weatherproof fun.” The Wiscon- 
sin-based chain has built several 
hotels near theme parks and water 
parks, including locations near 
Cedar Point and Kings Island in 
Ohio, Busch Gardens Williams- 
burg in Virginia and Schlitterbahn 
Kansas City. The first Great Wolf 
Lodge opened in 1997 in Wiscon- 
sin Dells, a tiny Wisconsin town 
with 18 water parks that rightly 
proclaims itself the “water park 
capital of the world.” 

Like all Great Wolf lodges, the 
California water park will be for 
use only by those staying at the 
hotel, although day passes will be 
available for visitors of registered 
guests. A digital wristband will 
provide access to the water park 
while also serving as a room key 
and electronic wallet. 

The indoor water park will 
feature a mat racer slide, tube 
slides, body slides, wave pool, 
lazy river, interactive play struc- 
ture and kiddie water playground. 
Among the highlights in Garden 


Grove: A six-story funnel slide, a 
surfing simulator and a trap- 
door-launched 360-degree loop- 
ing slide. The marquee attraction 
is expected to be a Slideboard 
that combines a Guitar Hero-like 
video game with a water slide. 

Unlike the Great Wolf Lodges 
in Pennsylvania and Ohio, the 
Garden Grove hotel won’t be 
getting a hydromagnetic water 
coaster that propels raft riders 
over whoop-de-do hills and down 
high-speed drops. 

With the continuing drought 
in California, Great Wolf will 
undoubtably face questions 
about water usage when the 
565 ,000-gallon park opens next 
year. Officials say the indoor park 
will recirculate up to 90 percent 
of its water and experience less 
evaporation than outdoor parks. 

The Garden Grove property 
expects to use. 149,500 gallons 
of water per day, according to a 
2010 report obtained by the OC 
Weekly. That translates to more 
than 50 million gallons of water 
per year. 

Billed as a family-friendly 


resort, the Garden Grove hotel 
will include several non-wa- 
ter-park-related activities, 
including a motion simulator 
ride, miniature golf, video game 
arcade, miniature bowling alley 
and kids spa. Wiley the wolf and 
five other costumed characters 
will make regular meet-and-greet 
appearances. , 

The opening of the new lodge 
also brings the first MagiQuest 
live-action role-playing game to 
California. Using infrared-emit- 
ting magic wands, players 
conduct a dozen interactive 
scavenger hunts throughout the 
hotel, including a battle with a 
dragon. The MagiQuest wands will 
also animate small animatronic 
animals in some hotel suites. Mer- 
cifully, there is an override switch 
for parents with the noise-emitting 
creatures automatically switching 
off at 11 p.m. 

The 600-room suites-only lodge 
will also feature seven dining op- 
tions, including sit-down restaurants, 
a bakery and a Dunkin’ Donuts. 

— Brady MacDonald, Los 
Angeles Times, TNS 
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Sorry, no Dale Earnhardt here 


The former Dale 
Earnhardt Jr Jr 
band talks new 
name, new album 
and current tour. 


By SHAWNKIRA SANCHEZ 
Staf Writer 


The band JR JR are straight 
from the underground. 

Having come a long way from 
playing in a basement studio in 
Michigan back in 2009, duo Josh 
Epstein and Daniel Zott recently 
released a self-titled album, their 
third in four years. 

When the pair met in Detroit 
and started collaborating, it was 
never their intention to release 


their music inti their work 


expectations of what t 
would sound like. Hav 
band’s name similar to f! 
NASCAR driver only led 
confusion. Despite the NASCAR 


driver Dale Earnhardt giving the 


band his blessing to keep their 


Film festival puts 


Student films 
compete in the 
second annual 
Long Beach Indie 
Film Festival. 


By Ross SIEV 
Staf Writer 


A down-on-her-luck woman 
attempts to rob a bank; a dead- 
beat father overcomes the guilt 
brought on by neglecting his 
overachieving son; a promiscu- 
ous woman reluctantly adopts 
her 12-year-old half-brother—all 
in the span of about 30 minutes. 


__than it was expected; 


name, the duo decided to cut 
back to simply JR JR in July just 
in time for their recent album 
release. 

The Daily 49er caught up with 
singer, multi-instrumentalist and 
half of JR JR, Josh Epstein. 


Has the band’s origin from 
Detroit had any influence on 
your music? 

Yes, like if you’re in Detroit 
the whole population is kind of 
spread. out so you don’t have like” 
this whole music scene coming 
up around the same time and 
being all super competitive. Sol 
think that you kind of find your 
own sound and we were able to__ 
find our own sound because we 
were able to be on our own. 


Do you feel the new name JR 
JR still gives the same expec- 
free factor like your 


st irted to become a 


that shortening the na 


gave us more freedom in general. 


«»Now on your third album, how 
would you say your music has 
evolved throughout the albums? 
I think that it’s more focused 


» « 


“Monica,” “The Impossible” 
and “Burning Memories” were 
some of the California State Uni- 
versity, Long Beach student-pro- 
duced short films screened at the 
second annual Long Beach Indie 
Film Festival this weekend. 

The festival’s lineup also in- 
cluded a selection of short films 
from across the globe. The aim of 
the festival was to reveal stories 
from different perspectives of 
nationalities, according to Daniel 
Walker, the festival’s director. 

He chose to hold the festival 
in Long Beach because not only 
is the city his hometown, but 
it’s also home to a diverse array 
of ethnicities. Walker said that 
because of the diversity of the 
films presented, the diverse 


now; we are very picky and clear 
about the sounds. Before I felt 
like we kind of threw a lot of 
stuff in and now we toss stuff in 
but we edit it a little more. It’s 

a cleaner version of our ideas. 
It’s probably a little bit simpler 
but it sounds more sophisticated 
because of the simplicity. 


Why was the single song 
release of “Gone” so special to 
the band? 

There came a moment when 
we were writing this album 
where we were talking about 
what we really wanted to make. 
Like “are you making a record 
because it’s what you’ve always 
done or because it’s your job,” 


_ por “are you makingarecord 
__ because you have something to 
_ Say. As you are a professional 


musician for a longer time these 
are the type nee you start 


into the making of t e album? 
This time around I wrote a lot 
here in L.A and [Zott] wrote a 
lot in his house in Detroit. And 
we would get together for a few 


weeks to start recording. Wheth- 
er it was in L.A or Detroit we just 
got together and recorded. Every 
song is different but this time it 
was even more different working 
from different sides of the coun- 
try. It was kind of neat to have 
space a appreciate more of one 
another but I don’t know if I'd 
like to/make another album like 
that either. 


| Looking.back to your first 
concert, how do you remember 
it? 

I’m always nervous. I mean 
not. like super nervous but we 


Ravis SHINN 


just always want the audience to 
have a good time. It’s just like 
throwing a party, worrying about 
everyone enjoying themselves. 
It’s got be a different experience, 
like there [are] things you just do 
naturally when you're perform- 
ing but there’s got to be different 
moments. 


IR JR is currently on their 
American Fall tour and cele- 
brating their most recent album 
release. Pre-sale tickets and more 
can be found on their website 
www.jrjrmusic.com 


gers on the big screen 


audience would show interest in 


indie films. 

Most of the CSULB student 
films centered on dramas where- 
in characters had to overcome an 
obstacle, either inner or outer. 
While most of the CSULB stu- 
dent films were narrative-driven, 
one film, “Elite Forever,” was a 
documentary that focused on 
Disneyland social clubs—or- 
ganized annual pass holders 
that typically share a common 
interest. 

A former Disneyland employee 
himself, Director Trent Mona- 
han said he set out to find one 
of the oldest and largest social 
groups in the park. He found 
a group that resembled a biker 
gang. After countless interviews 


with more than a hundred of the 
social club’s members and with 
some of the Disneyland staff, 
Monahan found that despite the 
group’s appearances, they were 
nothing more than a big, accept- 
ing family. 

The film is still in the cutting 
room because he feels that there 
is some story development that 
needed to be changed, so he 
hasn’t submitted his film any- 
where else. 

Director Amelia Benavente felt 
that her film, “Burning Memo- 
ries,” needed more money to help 
financially pay for its produc- 
tion. She turned to Kickstarter, 
a crowdfunding website, for help. 
The film’s campaign met its goal 
of $1,665 after three weeks. 


“] like pairing two characters 
together that would have an 
unlikely relationship, therefore 
there would be some sort of in- 
teresting conflict. It’s interesting 
to see how they would get along 
at the end of the story,” Benaven- 
te said. 

Walker wanted CSULB 
films to be shown at the festi- 
val because he wanted to help 
them grow out of the university 
incubator. 

“It’s about them being a lever- 
age point to move from the Film 
and Digital Arts Department to 
becoming a legitimate film direc- 
tor, writer or actor,” Walker said. 
“How can I call it Long Beach 
Indie if I don’t showcase films 
from CSULB?” 
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Are guns really the issue? 


By JosHUA CAUDILL 
Staff Writer 


fter the recent 
tragedy that oc- 
curred at Umpqua 
Community Col- 
lege in Oregon, 
where a gunman 
opened fire and killed ten people, 
including himself, and injured nine 
others, gun control is once again in 
the news. 
This seems to 
occur frequently. 
The same debates 


are heard over and entertainment play on television and Among those 
over again. There a big ‘factor in the before the day ends, favoring stricter 
are always the same they have already gun laws 
cries and attempts fr equency of mass broadcast their entire 

for the government shootings. background and life 

to do something story. It gives them 

about an obvious the limelight. 


issue of violence, 

while we see the pro-gun crowd 
adamantly defend their stance on 
guns not being the main issue. 

There is no magical solution that 
will solve this issue. That is the sad 
reality of this situation. Now, in 
regard to this issue, please know 
that Iam not a “gun guy.” I do not 
even own a gun, and although I am 
for the most in-depth background 
checks to purchase a gun, guns are 
not the main issue here. 

It’s people. It’s our media. It’s the 
influence of psychiatric drugs. It’s a 
number of things that will require a 
look in the mirror and a collective 
effort to fix. 

The majority of mass shootings 
in our country is a more “recent” 
occurrence. Before the 1980s, mass 
shootings were very rare. In fact, of 
the 12 most deadly shootings in the 
United States, at least half of them 
happened after 2007. According to 
Harvard research, the rate of mass 
shootings has tripled since 2011. 

Why is that? Guns are nothing 
new. There was even a time when 
our schools had shooting ranges 
and taught gun safety to kids de- 
cades ago. Why wasn't this an issue 
during that era? What changed? 

A number of things, but our 
media and overexposure and choice 
in entertainment have gone off the 
rails in terms of what is acceptable 
and now the “social norm.” Our 
movies, shows and video games are 
more violent than ever. 
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The media and 


Is that to say that anyone who 
plays video games or watches 
violent movies is going to go ona 
shooting spree? No. However, those 
types of things have significant 
influence on the minds of unstable 
human beings. It may be inconclu- 
sive to try and establish a link to 
the killings and video games but 
several recent mass shooters were 
known to be obsessed with video 
games and on psychiatric drugs. 

The next issue is our media. 

The 24-hour news cycle covers 
tragedies and the latest events on 
an endless loop ad 
nauseam. They put 
the evil murderer’s 
name and headshot 


@ Appropriate 


Those who do_ Those who favor 
not want gun 
laws to change 


Guns in America 


Do you think it is appropriate or 
inappropriate to discuss stricter gun 
laws in the wake of mass shootings? 


Inappropriate 


Vis 


looser gun laws 


C)PINIONS 


Do you think mass 


shootings are something 
that can be stopped or 


just a fact of life? 


This encourages 
unstable people that are unhappy 
with their life to make a name for 
themselves and gain notoriety. 

The actions of the media were 
apparently not lost on the Umpqua 
Community College killer. 

The killer wrote in a blog that he 
noticed the intense coverage of the 
murderer responsible for shooting a 
television reporter and cameraman 4 
on air in Virginia. ss 

“T have noticed that so many Democrat 


people like [Vester Flanagan] are 
alone and unknown, yet when Source: YouGov 


they spill a little blood, the whole 
world knows who they are. A man 
who was known by no one, is now 
known by everyone,” he said. “His 
face splashed across every screen, 
his name across the lips of every 
person on the planet, all in the 
course of one day. Seems like the 
more people you kill, the more 
youre in the limelight.” 


FBI's Behavioral Analysis Unit in 
Quantico, Virginia, studies the mo- 
tives for shootings and assists local 
police in detecting the early signs 
that may indicate a suspect is plot- 
ting a mass shooting. “The copycat 


Independent 


Due to the media coverage, 
there are always copycats that 
immediately follow. As someone in 
high school during the Columbine 
shootings, I saw the mass hysteria 
and copycat attempts that followed. 

According to a Mother Jones 
investigation, the nation’s worst 
high school shooting that occurred 
at Columbine in 1999 has inspired 
at least 74 plots or attacks across 30 
states. Of the 74 plots, 53 of them 
were thwarted while 21 attacks were 
carried out. 

Andre Simons, the leader of the 


Editorial Office 
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phenomenon is real,” Simons said. 
After the movie theater shooting 
during The Dark Knight Rises in 
2012, there were two plots that were 
thwarted. One instance was in Mis- 
souri, where a killer had planned 
to open fire on a crowd attending 
a midnight premiere of Twilight 
before his mother called the police 
to stop it. The other instance was 
at a showing of The Hobbit before 
an off-duty cop shot and killed the 
suspect. 
We also need to realize that fur- 
ther gun control laws will not deter 
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criminals from obtaining firearms 
any more than it deters criminals 
from obtaining drugs. In reality, it 
will only restrict the law-abiding 
citizens who need means to protect 
their homes, and there aren't any 
studies showing the amount of 
crimes that did not occur because 
someone had a gun to defend for 
protection. 

Chicago has some of the strictest 
gun laws in the country and it 
hasn't stopped anything. There are 
shootings on a daily basis. Over 
Labor Day weekend, eight people 
were killed and 46 others wounded 
in shootings across Chicago. 

According to the Chicago Tri- 
bune, someone in Chicago has been 
shot every 2.84 hours this year for a 
total of 2,360 shootings. Their gun 
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No change 


Republican 
Graphic: Tribune News Service 


In general do you feel the laws covering the sale of handguns 
should be made more strict than they are now? 


Make gun laws more strict 


@ Make gun 
laws less 
strict 


Total 


laws have not stopped gun violence 
at all. Criminals don't care about 
laws, which is why they’re crimi- 
nals. Schools are a gun-free zone 
and these killers purposely seek out 
places where no one will prevent 
their evil. 

It's a broken system for sure. On 
one hand, we want to keep guns out 
of the mentally unstable and crim- 
inals hands but we want law-abid- 
ing citizens to be able to defend 


- themselves. We will not be able to 


fix the gun issue overnight but we 
can start focusing on the negative 
influences that we fill our minds 
with that these people to seek a gun 
in the first place. 

Without a person pulling the 
trigger, a gun is just an inanimate 
object. 
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gers shine in tournament > 


Five LBSU players 
picked up 
championships at 
the tourney over the 
weekend. 


By DEVRYSHA ROGERS 
Contributing Writer 


The Long Beach State women’s 
tennis team dominated the 2015 
Beach Tennis Fall Tournament, 
winning four out of six possible ti- 
tles on Sunday at the Rhodes Tennis 
Center. 

LBSU went 4-0 in title matches 
at the tournament, missing out on 
one singles and one doubles cham- 
pionship. After only competing in 
one tournament prior, head coach 
Jenny Hilt-Costello said the 49ers 
succeeded in putting their skills to 
the test. 

“We started with our first tour- 
nament in Las Vegas and there were 
things we knew we needed to work 
on to get better after that tourna- 
ment,” Hilt-Costello said. “We’ve 
worked hard over the last couple of 
weeks and I think that hard work 
paid off this weekend.” 

Junior Maeva Razakasoa, LB- 
SU’s highest ranked player, defeat- 
ed Lauren Chypyha of Wisconsin 
6-2, 3-6, 6-2 in the singles final for 
Flight A. 

The 49ers also won in the dou- 
bles for Flight A. Juniors Hayley 
Thompson and Laura Eales teamed 
up and beat Alexis Valenzuela and 
Camille DeLeon of Cal State Fuller- 
ton, 8-5, for the championship. 

“[Eales and I] only played togeth- 
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LBSU's 2014 Big West Player of the Year, junior Maeva Razakasoa, gets ready to take a swing at the Rhodes Tennis Center on Sunday. 


er for a few matches and we’ve been 
working on a lot of stuff,” Thomp- 
son said. “But we played well to- 
gether.” 

In the Flight B singles champion- 
ship, senior Ebba Unden defeated 
her opponent, Ki Kim of Cal State 
Northridge, 6-2, 6-3. Unden had 
trouble with her opening serves, but 


that didn’t stop her from picking up — 


the win. 


“I had a low first-serve percent- 
age and it makes a disadvantage 
when you start your points on the 
second serve,” Unden said. 

Lastly, junior Julie Gerard de- 
feated Kristén Poei of Cal State 
Northridge with a score of 7-5, 6-3 
in the Flight C singles champion- 
ship. 

The 49ers rounded out a stellar 
tournament that started on Friday. 


Perfect start for Long Beach State 


The 49ers have 
started conference 
play 3-0-0, scoring 4 
goals while allowing 
none. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s 
soccer team defeated both Cal Poly, 
2-0, and UC Santa Barbara, 1-0, 
on the road to start Big West play 
three-for-three. 

LBSU’s (8-3-3, 3-0-0) three 
straight wins means the 49ers are 
off to their best start in league play 
since 2011. 

The 49ers started the weekend by 
picking up a win in San Luis Obispo 
against Cal Poly on Thursday. 

Freshman striker Fatmata Ka- 
mara netted her second goal of the 
season in the 57th minute to open 
up the scoring against the Mus- 
tangs. Junior midfielder Mimi Ran- 
gel assisted the goal by finding Ka- 
mara with a scoop pass over the Cal 


Poly backline. 

The 49ers added the second goal 
in the 75th minute. Freshman de- 
fender Jordan Sanders lobbed a ball 
into the box and senior forward Va- 
nia Robles headed it in to give LBSU 
some breathing room. 

Junior goalie Ashton McKeown 
recorded five saves and cemented 
her seventh shutout of the season. 

On Sunday, LBSU made the trip 
to Santa Barbara to take on the Gau- 
chos. 

The game was deadlocked for 76 
minutes before sophomore striker 
Ashley Gonzales provided more 
heroics. Gonzales scored the game 
winner on LBSU’s first shot on goal 


of the game. Robles provided the | 


assist. 

Again, McKeown tallied anoth- 
er five saves to record her eighth 
shutout in 2015. The 49ers haven’t 
allowed a single goal in their first 
three conference matchups this sea- 
son. 

Up next for LBSU is a home game 
against UC Riverside on Friday at 7 
p.m. The 49ers then head to Irvine 
on Sunday for a matchup with the 
Anteaters at 6 p.m. 


Junior goalie Ashton McKeown 
vs. Cal Poly and UCSB 
10 saves 


0 goals against 
2 shut outs 


LBSU went 7-0 in singles and 5-2 in 
doubles play on the first day. 

On Saturday, Razakasoa defeated 
CSUF’s DeLeon to set up a match- 
up with Kristin Wiley from UCLA. 
Wiley started strong, taking the 
first set from Razakasoa, but the 
French international student an- 
swered by taking the next two and 
advancing to Sunday’s champion- 
ship match against Chypyha. 


Chypyha advanced to the final by 
defeating Thompson 7-5, 5-7, 6-2 on 
the other side of the Flight A brack- 
et. Thompson had consolation by 
advancing to the Flight A doubles 
championship alongside Eales af- 
ter defeating Mickey Hsu and Poei 
from CSU Northridge, 8-5. 

The 49ers will take a week off 
before participating in the CSUN 
Tournament from Oct. 23-25. 


dM MEN’S WATER POLO 


Eighth not so great 


Freshman Austin 
Stevenson scored 
five goals, including 
a hat trick, for the 
49ers at the SoCal 
Tournament. 


By KaycE CONTATORE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The No. 7 Long Beach State men’s 
water polo team took home an 
eighth-place finish after going 1-3 in 
its matches in the SoCal tournament. 

The 49ers (5-9, 0-5) started the 
tournament with a win against No. 
10 Air Force on Saturday, to snap a 
three-game losing streak. 

After the Falcons took an early 
lead, LBSU found its stride in the 
second half, taking the lead in the 
third quarter and closing out the 
match with a tight 9-8 win. Senior 
goalie Pavo Ljepopio recorded 12 
saves for the 49ers in their first and 
only win of the tournament. 

LBSU lost against No. 2 Stanford 


later in the day. The Cardinal dom- 
inated the match, winning 11-4. The 
49ers ended that match with only 
nine steals compared to the Stan- 
ford’s 18. 

On Sunday, after going into the 
half down 4-3, the 49ers were unable 
to stop an aggressive No. 6 UC Santa 
Barbara offense that pulled away for 
a 12-6 win. Freshman defender Aus- 
tin Stevenson scored a hat trick for 
the 49ers. 

Going into the final match of the 
tournament, LBSU was fighting for a 
seventh-place finish with UCI. 

The 49ers were playing catch-up 
during the match with No. 8 UC Ir- 
vine, until two goals from Stevenson 
and senior utility Dimitrios Lappas 
forced overtime. UCI’s senior Kyle 
Trush scored the only goal in the 
second overtime, to give the Anteat- 
ers the win. 

LBSU next hosts its first home 
matches of the season in a dou- 
ble-header against Occidental Col- 
lege and UC San Diego at the Ken 
Lindgren Aquatics Center on Thurs- 
day. The start time against the Tigers 
is at 3 p.m. and the game against the 
Tritons starts at 7 p.m. 


